
Booking procedure for adult post mortem examination
1. Purpose

Adult post mortems at Eastern Health are referred to the Austin hospital to be performed and reported. Perinatal post mortems are performed at Eastern Health Pathology and have a separate procedure.
2. Scope

This document pertains to all adult post mortem requests within Eastern Health.
3. Responsibilities

It is the responsibility of the requesting clinician to follow the correct procedure, inform the anatomical pathology department of the request for post mortem examination and to complete the appropriate paperwork. It is the responsibility of the pathologist or pathology registrar at Eastern Health to advise the requesting clinician of the procedure to ensure that this has been done correctly before the body is transferred to the Austin Hospital.   
4. Definitions

N/A

5. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

N/A
6. Procedure

1. Clinical staff at Eastern Health (EH) must contact the Anatomical Pathology Department at Eastern Health to inform them of the request for an adult post mortem examination. The clinical staff will then be directed to contact mortuary staff at the Austin Hospital directly on 9496-5658 to alert them and provide details of the reason for the request.  The responsible clinical medical officer at EH will need to complete an Austin Health post mortem request form (found on the Pathology Handbook) along with death certificate and discuss the case with the Austin Anatomical Pathology registrar to ascertain that there are no potential infectious risks. A post mortem risk assessment form will also need to be completed.

2. The Director of Anatomical Pathology at the Austin approves the post mortem request upon receipt of the following paperwork from the clinician via fax on 9496-3437.
i. Austin Health Post mortem consent form,
ii. Post mortem Risk assessment form,
iii. Death certificate,
iv. Discharge summary. 
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3. Arrangements are then made to transfer the deceased from the site of origin in Eastern Health to Austin Pathology, either via a chosen funeral company or via Glenn’s funerals arranged by Austin Pathology. Anatomical Pathology staff at Eastern Health will be responsible for releasing the body for transfer and at this time will check the accompanying paperwork is complete, as for all body releases.

4. The post mortem is performed and the designated funeral company collects the deceased from Austin Pathology.

5. A preliminary report is usually available within 48 hours and the expected turnaround time for a completed report is 6-8 weeks. A copy of the report will be sent to the Anatomical Pathology Department at Eastern Health and the clinician may also supply contact details for reports to be sent directly to them.

7. Attachments

N/A
8. References 
N/A
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