

The following protocols pertain to Box Hill and Agliss Hospitals. Refer also to “Post Mortem” in the Pathology Handbook. 
	Foetus Age  


	Pathology/ Post Mortem required 
	Patient keep foetus and/or placenta?
	Paperwork required – W&C  to organise paperwork
	Where does the paperwork go?


	Where should the foetus be kept?
	Who takes care of it?

	< 20 weeks
	No
	No
	Funeral Arrangement Form 1 - less than 20 weeks  
Hospital Arrangements selected.
	Box Hill: Keep with the foetus. 
Angliss: Keep with the foetus. 
Pathology

Register in LIS at Specimen Reception. Scan and attach paperwork.
Angliss use:

Specimen type: Tissue

Primary site: Fetus

Order set: HISTO

	Box Hill: The Quiet Room 3.1 or Anatomical Pathology fridge.

Angliss:  Transfer to Anatomical Pathology at BH.

	Pathology (Agliss or Box Hill):

Hospital Arrangements: 
Anatomical Pathology to discard specimen in Anatomical Waste after minimum of 4 weeks. 

	< 20 weeks
	No
	Yes
	Funeral Arrangement Form 1 - less than 20 weeks 


	CPF and original to Funeral Parlour on pick up.


	Box Hill: The Quiet Room 3.1 or Anatomical Pathology fridge.
Midwife to collect from Pathology before returning to parents.
Angliss: Pathology. Midwife to collect from Pathology before returning to parents.
	W&C 
Maternity midwives or Social Worker.
Ideally parents should be discharged with the foetus. If not, foetus will go to Pathology until ready to be collected by themselves or a nominated person.  Patient to liaise with social work or Birth Suites re collection place/time. 


	< 20 weeks
	Yes – Send out to Monash Medical Centre (MMC) directly from 
Eastern Health site

	Yes


	1. VPAS Pathology request forms (found on Pathology Handbook)
2.Funeral Arrangement Form 1 - less than 20 weeks)


	MMC
MMC and CPF
Pathology

Register in LIS at Specimen Reception. Scan and attach paperwork.
Angliss use:

Specimen type: Tissue

Primary site: Fetus

Order set: HISTO
	Box Hill: The Quiet Room 3.1 or Anatomical Pathology fridge.
Angliss: Pathology refrigerator until transferred to MMC

	W&C

Patient to liaise with social work or Birth Suite staff regarding collection from MMC or maternity ward at respective site. 
Transfer between sites: 

Box Hill: Social worker if from 3.1 or Anatomical Pathology to arrange transport to MMC with Metropolitan Funeral Transfer 0438 054 327.

Angliss: Pathology to arrange transport to MMC with Metropolitan Funeral Transfer 0438 054 327. 

	< 20 Weeks
	Yes– Send out to Monash Medical Centre (MMC) directly from Eastern Health site 
	No
	1. VPAS request forms (found on Pathology Handbook) 
2.Funeral Arrangement Form 1 - less than 20 weeks)


	MMC
MMC and CPF
Pathology

Register in LIS at Specimen Reception. Scan and attach paperwork.
Angliss use:

Specimen type: Tissue

Primary site: Fetus

Order set: HISTO
	Box Hill: 
The Quiet Room 3.1.

Angliss: Pathology refrigerator until transferred to MMC. 
MMC will keep the foetus within their pathology department until time for disposal.

	Pathology:
Hospital Arrangements:
Pathology to discard specimen in Anatomical Waste after minimum of 4 weeks. 

Transfer between sites: 

Box Hill: Social worker if from 3.1 or Anatomical Pathology to arrange transport to MMC with Metropolitan Funeral Transfer 0438 054 327.

Angliss: Pathology to arrange transport to MMC with Metropolitan Funeral Transfer 0438 054 327.  


	Baby Age  


	Pathology/ Post Mortem required 
	Patient to keep baby and/or placenta?
	Paperwork required – W&C to organise paperwork
	Where does the paperwork go?


	Where should the baby be kept?
	Who takes care of it?

	> 20 weeks
	No
	Baby Yes
Placenta No
	1. Funeral Arrangement Form 2 - greater than 20 weeks.
2. Death certificate (Distributed as per Death Procedure).

	CPF and Mortuary 

Mortuary
	Box Hill: The Quiet Room 3.1.
Angliss: Mortuary or Birth Suites (depending on when baby can be collected).
	W&C
Private Funeral Arrangements:

Box Hill: Release to funeral company OR Parents from The Quiet Room 3.1.

Angliss: Release to funeral company from Mortuary OR to parents from Birth Suites (depending on when baby can be collected). 

	> 20 weeks


	No for Baby
Yes for Placenta


	Yes both

	1. Funeral Arrangement Form 2 - greater than 20 weeks.
2.  Death certificate

(Distributed as per Death Procedure).
3. Tissue Consent Form  For Placenta Only (must be signed by patient).
4. Pathology Request Form (for Placenta Only).

	Mortuary 

Mortuary 

CPF and Pathology
Pathology (MMC or BHH) 

	Box Hill: The Quiet Room 3.1.
Angliss: Mortuary.
Placenta to Pathology at Box Hill or MMC (as indicated by doctor on request forms – if unsure call Pathologist at BH). 
W&C midwives to make sure the placenta is picked up within 1 week otherwise Pathology staff to contact W&C.
	Baby: W&C

Box Hill: Release to funeral company OR Parents from The Quiet Room 3.1.

Angliss: Release to funeral company from Mortuary OR to parents from Birth Suites (depending on when baby can be collected). 
Placenta:  Pathology & W&C 
Box Hill: Patient to collect from 3.1 once pathology testing complete.
Angliss: Box Hill Pathology to send back to Angliss Pathology once pathology testing complete. Patient to collect from Birthing Suite. Liaise with Social Worker or Birth Suite when it’s returned to Angliss.


	> 20 weeks


	Yes – Send out to Monash Medical Centre (MMC) directly from Eastern Health site  

	No Placenta

	1. VPAS forms (found on Pathology Handbook)
2. Death certificate

(Distributed as per Death Procedure)

3. Funeral Arrangement Form 2 - > than 20 weeks
	MMC
Mortuary 

CPF , MMC
	Box Hill:  The Quiet Room 3.1.

Angliss: Mortuary until transferred to MMC.
Transfer between sites: 

W&C

Box Hill: Social worker to arrange transport to MMC with Metropolitan Funeral Transfer 0438 054 327.

Angliss: Social worker or Birth suite midwives to arrange transport to MMC with chosen Funeral Parlour or Metropolitan Funeral Transfer 0438 054 327.
	W&C

Private Funeral Arrangements:

Release to funeral company directly from MMC OR Parents to collect from their treating hospital.

Box Hill The Quiet Room 3.1.
Angliss Social worker or Birth suite midwives – Parents to liaise with Social Worker or Birth Suite Staff.


	> 20 weeks


	Yes– Send out to Monash Medical Centre (MMC) directly from Eastern Health site 
	Yes


	1. VPAS forms (found on Pathology Handbook). 
2. Death certificate

(Distributed as per Death Procedure).
3. Funeral arrangement form 2 greater than 20 weeks.
	MMC
Mortuary

CPF, MMC

	Box Hill:  The Quiet Room 3.1.

Angliss: Mortuary or Birth Suites (depending on when baby can be collected) until transferred to MMC.
Transfer between sites: 

W&C

Box Hill: Social worker to arrange transport to MMC with Metropolitan Funeral Transfer 0438 054 327.

Angliss: Social worker or Birth suite midwives to arrange transport to MMC with chosen Funeral Parlour or Metropolitan Funeral Transfer 0438 054 327
 
	W&C:

Private Funeral Arrangements:

Release to funeral company from Mortuary OR parents from W&C ward.


	> 20 weeks
	Coroner’s Case
	NA
	1. Coroner’s Deposition Form

	Health Information Services – 

Coroner’s Staff to pick up Patient History and Deposition Form from HIS.
	Box Hill: Mortuary or The Quiet Room 3.1.

Angliss: Mortuary or Birth Suites.

	W&C Treating Doctor 

Contact Coroner’s 9684 4444.

Identification form to be completed by next of kin prior to Baby being taken down to Mortuary. 


	Definitions:
· W&C = Women’s and Children’s

· CPF = Clinical Patient Folder

· Registered birth +/> 20 weeks gestation OR the birth of an infant regardless of gestation who show any signs of life after birth will get their own UR number.

· Unregistered birth < 20 weeks gestation OR birth weight <400gms where gestation cannot be reliably established will be registered under the mother’s UR number. 
· VPAS = Victorian Perinatal Autopsy Service
Points to note:
· Angel box will be used for transportation.
· Foetal Cytogenetics:   Autopsy Yes = sample are taken by the Anatomical Pathologist performing the autopsy.

                                                     Autopsy No = sample taken by the treating doctor.  
 Box Hill Hospital: The Quiet Room (formerly the Bereavement Room) in Building A 3.1 will now function as the mortuary for all deceased babies. Babies will therefore be collected by the funeral director from this room.

The Quiet Room Register will be used for all deceased babies. The following process must be followed:

· All perinatal loss, regardless of gestation, will be entered into the register

· All transfers of the baby in and out of the room are documented in the register eg: from the Quiet Room, to Pathology, from the Quiet Room to the parents’ postnatal room.

· Section 1 must be completed regardless of whether the baby remains with his/her parents or is transferred to the Quiet Room

· Section 2 must be completed when the baby is transferred to the Quiet Room.
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