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Throat swab cultures – Clinical information 
 

Indication 
 

• Suspected bacterial pharyngitis  
 

Method 
 

• Swab posterior pharynx and tonsils – see procedure. 
• Check full blood examination - atypical lymphocytes in Epstein Barr virus 

infection 
 

Clinical notes 
 

• Indicate if gonococcal infection is suspected, and transport to laboratory 
immediately. 
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