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Collection of Specimens for the detection of Scabies 
 

• Disinfect the area with a skin cleansing alcohol wipe and allow it to dry.  
• Apply a single drop of mineral oil to the papule and abrade the infested 

area with a sterile scalpel to the depth of pinpoint bleeding.  
• Transfer skin scrapings to a microscope slide and cover with a coverslip 

for transport to the laboratory.  
• Label slide with patient name, UR No and DOB, date of collection, site of 

collection 
• Place the slide in a secure holder so that the coverslip is not dislodged 

during transit.  
 

References: 
1. Murray P.R., et al. Manual of Clinical Microbiology. 8th Edition. 
2. Sheorey H., et al. Clinical Parasitology. A handbook for Medical Practitioners and Microbiologists. 
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